Aorto-femoral digital subtraction angiography in old patients with symptoms of peripheral arterial disease. Findings, efficacy, and consequences.
Seventy-four patients between the ages of 75 and 88, with disabling intermittent claudication or critically ischaemic legs underwent an aorto-femoral digital subtraction angiography (DSA). Thirty-six procedures were intraarterial and 38 were intravenous. There were no major complications. The degree and localisation of the arterial lesions did not differ from earlier reports based on conventional arteriography. In 67 patients, on the basis of the DSA examination, a decision could be made as to whether vascular surgery was feasible. In 28 of 57 non-diabetic patients (49%), invasive treatment was carried out in the form of vascular reconstruction, thromboembolectomy, or percutaneous transluminal angioplasty. None of the 17 diabetic patients could be treated invasively.